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1. ASTR Graduate Student Caucus President’s Welcome Letter 
 
Welcome to Minneapolis! 
 
The 2015-2016 Graduate Student Caucus Executive Committee and its sub-committees have been hard 
at work organizing exciting graduate student-focused events for ASTR 2016 in Minneapolis. A full list 
of these opportunities, which include networking events as well as professionalization sessions, may be 
found on page 8. These events, and the resources gathered in this packet, provide graduate students with 
the opportunity to meet other grads, to find mentors at ASTR, and to learn how to make the most of the 
conference and the city of Minneapolis. 
 
If you are a graduate student member of ASTR, then you are a member of the GSC. I hope to see you at 
our annual meeting on Friday, November 4 from 8 – 9:30pm (location information may be found in the 
conference program). Like the several graduate student events throughout the conference, the GSC 
meeting is a space for all graduate students, first-time attendees and returning graduate students alike. 
The meeting provides an important space for the current elected members of the GSC to hear from you, 
graduate students, about your experiences at ASTR and in the field at large. 
 
I would like to take a moment to recognize the work of my colleagues in the GSC 
Cabinet, and the volunteers whose time and labor made this year’s GSC events and initiatives possible. 
Yassi Jahanmir, Bess Rowen, Bryan Schmidt, Vicki Hoskins, and Kellen Hoxworth have served on the 
GSC Executive Committee as strong advocates for graduate students throughout the past year. Kara 
Raphaeli and Dennis Sloan organized the annual Mentor Breakfast, cultivating a vital space for 
mentorship at ASTR. Rosa Schneider and Geoff Wilson planned and will host the several GSC Peer 
Networking and Mentorship events. Sara Taylor, LaRonika Thomas, Kalle Westerling, and Peter Wood 
have taken lead of GSC Web Resources, keeping the GSC connected with our constituency throughout 
the year. A final thank you to Benjamin Gillespie, Christian Bell, and Monica Cortes Viharo for 
organizing the Conference Assistance Packet. We all will benefit from these passionate and engaged 
graduate student volunteers. 
 
I invite you to explore all that ASTR 2016 has to offer. I hope to see you around the conference! 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Vella 
GSC President and Representative to the Executive Committee 
Doctoral Candidate, The Graduate Center, CUNY 
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2. About the GSC 
 
The Graduate Student Caucus represents the graduate student members of the American 
Society for Theatre Research, a U.S.-based professional organization that fosters scholarship 
on worldwide theatre and performance, both historical and contemporary. All graduate student 
members of ASTR are considered members of the GSC.  
  
The GSC aims to: 
 

● Provide a forum for early career theatre scholars to meet future colleagues and to give 
vital input into an organization that will be part of careers for years to come.  

● Facilitate communication among geographically distant members through its listserv 
and social media platforms  

● Encourage collaboration among those with common research interests and 
professional concerns, e.g. you could provide a colleague with information regarding 
area archives or other scholarship resources.  

  
The GSC encourages involvement in ASTR by: 
 

● Introducing members to opportunities available to graduate students within the 
organization. 

● Providing friendly points of contact for first-time conference attendees; in addition to its 
annual meeting during the conference 

●  Co-ordinating social and networking events, both exclusively for graduate students 
and in coordination with the ASTR Executive Committee (EC).  

● Encouraging members and prospective members to contact GSC leaders with any 
questions they have about ASTR throughout the year.  

●  Providing representation to the ASTR Executive Committee and maintaining its own 
separate committees specific to the interests of graduate students.  

 
Connect with Us! 
 
Please take a moment to join our Facebook Group and connect with fellow grads from around 
the world to discuss ideas, generate panels, share CFPs, find a conference roommate, and 
ask questions of the graduate community. Finally, even if a member of the Facebook group, 
don't forget to subscribe to our list-serv to ensure you receive all GSC news and messages 
regarding elections, conferences, volunteer opportunities, and awards. 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/astrgsc 
Twitter: @ASTRGSC 
List-serv:  https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/astrgsc 
 
For a direct line to the GSC please email: graduatestudentcaucus@astr.org.  
 
Feel free to contact us if you need any additional information, or if you’d like to get involved 
with the GSC 
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3. Meet the Team 
Introducing the GSC Leadership: 
 
Stephanie Vella, Graduate Center of the City University of New York 
GSC President and Representative to the Executive Committee 
Stephanie Vella is a doctoral candidate in theatre at the Graduate 
Center, CUNY. Her research interests include global modernisms, 
theories of temporality, animal studies, and the history of visuality. 
Her dissertation, Primitivism, Performance Studies, and Modernist 
Time: Tracing Alternative Genealogies of Performance Studies 
through Case Studies in Modernist Cultural Appropriation , looks at 
some of the ways in which performance research methodologies 
have come to be shaped through the temporal and spatial 
conflations of primitivism. Stephanie has an MA in Theatre History 
and Criticism from Brooklyn College, and a BA in Liberal Arts and 
Drama from Bennington College. 
 
Bess Rowen, Graduate Center of the City University of New York 
Vice President and Representative to the Committee on Conferences 
 

Bess Rowen is a Ph.D. candidate and Dissertation Fellow in the 
Theatre Program at The Graduate Center, CUNY, and a lecturer 
at Purchase College. She has directed, stage managed, and 
even done a little playwriting. Her article "Completing the 
Sentence with a Gesture: The Deconstructed Dialogue-Stage 
Direction Binary in the Work of Tennessee Williams" can be 
found in the 2016 issue of the Tennessee Williams Annual 
Review . Bess is currently an Associate Producer with The 
Fulcrum Theater and has written scholarly reviews for 
publications such as Women & Performance: A Journal of 
Feminist Theory , Theatre Journal , and Tennessee Williams 
Annual Review  and is an Arts & Culture blogger for The 
Huffington Post . She has an avid interest in stage directions, 
female playwrights, Irish theatre, and theatrical riots. 

  
Yasmine Marie Jahanmir, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Vice President and Representative to the Annual 
Conference Committee 
Yasmine Marie Jahanmir is a Chancellor’s fellow and doctoral candidate 
in the Department of Theater and Dance, with an emphasis in Feminist 
Studies, at the University of California at Santa Barbara. A lifelong 
synchronized swimmer, her dissertation “Bathing Beauties: Gender, 
Nationalism, and Parody in Theatrical and Competitive Synchronized 
Swimming” identifies synchronized swimming as an important nexus of 
feminine labor, nationalist spectacle, and bodily display in American 
popular culture. She has published in Women and Performance  and 
The Living Dance: An Anthology of Essays on Movement and Culture . 
Yassi has an MA in Performance Studies from NYU and a BA in 
Theater and Performance Studies from the University of California at 
Berkeley. 
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Bryan Schmidt, University of Minnesota 
Secretary/Historian 

Bryan Schmidt is a PhD candidate at the University of Minnesota who 
explores the politics of music and arts festivals by combining 
performance theory, labor studies, and critical race theory. His 
dissertation examines the Transformational Festival movement in the 
United States and Costa Rica, focusing on how immersive and 
participatory aesthetics can foster racialized forms of cultural 
belonging. He also does critical research on the role of creative 
industries as developmental apparatuses through an investigation of 
the National Arts Festival in Grahamstown, South Africa. His work 
can be seen in TDR , Theatre Journal , and Dancecult: The Journal of 
Electronic Dance Music Culture . He currently serves as the 
Secretary/Historian for ASTR’s Graduate Student Caucus. 
 

Vicki Hoskins, University of Pittsburgh 
GSC Representative to New Paradigms in Graduate 
Education 
 
Vicki Hoskins is a fourth-year PhD student in Theatre and 
Performance Studies at the University of Pittsburgh. Her research 
focuses on the intersections of gender, sexuality, and desire in 
contemporary commercial musical theatre. Additional research 
interests include global and transnational musicals; gender, feminist, 
and queer theory; and performances of fan culture such as cosplay 
and roleplay. Vicki has published in Studies in Musical Theatre . 

 
Conference Assistance Committee 

 
Benjamin Gillespie is a doctoral candidate in theatre at The Graduate Center, 
CUNY. His dissertation explores the performance of late style and aging in 
contemporary theatre and performance. He is Assistant Editor of PAJ: A Journal 
of Performance and Art , an Adjunct Lecturer in theatre at Marymount Manhattan 
College, and a Writing Fellow at Lehman College, CUNY. Benjamin has 
published articles and reviews in Theatre Journal , Theatre Survey , Canadian 
Theatre Review , Theatre Research in Canada , as 
well as a number of anthologies. 
 
Monica Cortés Viharo is a third year doctoral 
student in the School of Drama at the University of 
Washington, where she is also completing a 
certificate in Public Scholarship and is the recipient 
of the McNair Graduate Fellowship. Her research 

focuses on the creation, performance, and impact of documentary and 
political/activist theater. She earned her BA in Theater and Political Science at 
the University of California, Berkeley. Monica is also a dramaturge, an actor 
(SAG/AFTRA), and public speaking consultant.  She is honored to perform her 
piece “Child Free By Choice” at this year’s ASTR conference. 
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Chris Bell is a second year PhD student in Theatre Historiography at the 
University of Minnesota, where his research is at the intersection of food and 
performance studies. Of specific interest to Chris are urban farming projects and 
embodied modes of knowledge that are transmitted from generation to 
generation, opening up a plurality of engagements between living beings 
(human and nonhuman), and, in the process, giving focus to sites of growth that 
counter and contest the narrative produced by large-scale mono-culture 
production. Along with his studies, Chris is a co-founder of PerFarmance 
Project, a mobile performing arts residency that is an exchange between artist 
and farmer, urban and rural. The residency, which focuses on issues pertaining 
to food growth and accessibility, has now been conducted three times; Cloneen, 
Ireland (2013), Lac qui Parle County, Minnesota (2015), and the West Midlands, 

England (2016). 
 
Web Resources Committee 

 
Sara Taylor is a PhD Candidate in Theatre History, Theory, and Literature at 
Indiana University. Her research interests include the theatre of war and the 
role of agit-prop theatre in the creation of collective memory, and her 
dissertation will focus on avant-garde student collectives in post-socialist 
Central and Eastern Europe and their successful “restaging” of state spaces as 
sites of public resistance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

LaRonika Thomas is a doctoral candidate developing a theory of  
civic dramaturgy for her dissertation on performances of urban planning, 
cultural space and cultural policy, and the role of art and culture in 21st 
century Chicago.  Her other research interests include online archiving and 
databases in the new play world, and technology and performance.  She also 
serves as the Electronic Communications Chair for Association for Theatre in 
Higher Education’s (ATHE) Dramaturgy Focus Group (DFG).  For the past six 
years she was the Vice President for Regional Activity for Literary Managers & 
Dramaturgs of the Americas (LMDA), and she served as the graduate 
representative for the American Theatre and Drama Society (ATDS) and 
ATHE’s DFG for two years. 

 
Kalle Westerling is a performance and theatre scholar, currently 
working on two dissertations, one for The Graduate Center, CUNY, 
and one for Stockholm University. His focus is on male-identified 
bodies in American burlesque and boylesque. He is the Public 
Projects Specialist and Graphic Designer for The Futures Initiative, 
and Co-Director of HASTAC Scholars. He is the Chair of the 
Programming Committee on the Board of Directors for CLAGS: The 
Center for LGBTQ Studies. You can read more about him on his 
website westerling.nu. 
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Peter Wood holds a PhD in Theatre and Performance Studies from the University 
of Pittsburgh and is currently on the academic job market. In August he became 
the Head of Electronic Initiatives/Listserv Manager for the American Theatre and 
Drama Society. In addition to his academic work, Peter has served as the audio 
producer for PodCastle.org since 2009 and does design work, both web and print, 
as PW Design. More information can be found at PeterCWood.com. 
 
 
Mentorship Committee 

 
Dennis Sloan is a first year Ph.D. student in the Department of Theatre and Film at 
Bowling Green State University in Ohio.  His research interests include mixed-race 
identity performance, musical theatre, and film studies.  He holds an M.A. in 
Humanities from the University of Texas at Dallas and an M.A. in Drama from 
Texas Woman’s University.  He has taught courses in the theatre and drama 
programs at San Jose City College, Texas Woman’s University, and Collin College. 
He has directed numerous productions in San Jose, CA and in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, and has served in administrative capacities at both Texas Woman’s 
University and Dallas Children’s Theater. 
 

Kara Raphaeli is a second-year PhD student, having recently completed an MA in Theatre from Hunter 
College. Her areas of interest include contemporary activist performance, in particular documentary 
theatre and theatrical activity in the Palestinian Israeli conflict, as well as contemporary adaptation of 
Ancient Greek theatre. Kara has directed and produced in New York for the past decade, including 
performances at the New York Fringe Festival, Midtown International Festival, Planet Connections 
Festivity and the New York Avant Garde Arts Festival (winner, Best Director, 2012). 
 
Peer Networking Committee 

 
Rosa Schneider is a fifth year in the Doctoral Subcommittee on Theatre 
at Columbia University. She works on 20th and 21st American and 
Caribbean drama, focusing especially on the history play and documentary 
drama.  She holds a B.A from Reed College, and an M.A from Columbia 
University. She also serves as the Co-Artistic Director of Strange Harbor, 
an experimental theatre company in Brooklyn, where she works as a 
dramaturg, director, and producer.  
 
Geoffrey Wilson is a performing artist/ 
scholar beginning his sixth year in the Ohio 
State University’s PhD program where his 
research focusses on citizenship, 
performance, and public space in Bogotá, 

Colombia. He has been a member of Actor’s Equity Association since 
2002, was co-founder and Director of the Starving Artist Theatre Workshop 
in NH, and has delivered conference papers at ASTR, ATHE, MATC, and 
OSU’s Hayes Research Forum, among others. He has served as both VP 
and President of OSU’s Graduate Theatre Syndicate, and has served as 
an appointee to the Dean’s Student Advisory Board.  Geoffrey was the 
recipient of the 2014 William Case Kramer Research Fellowship. 
 
If you recognize any of us at the conference, please feel free to introduce yourselves.  We are looking forward to 
meeting you.  You can also find members from the Committees at a marked table at the conference.  The table 
will act as a meeting space for graduate students and a hub of information for GSC activities.  
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4. GSC Events 
 
Graduate Student Caucus Meeting. 
The Graduate Student Caucus meets annually at the ASTR conference and all current, as well 
as recent, graduates are encouraged to attend. It is one of the few opportunities we have 
together to discuss the future of the GSC and it’s involvement with the ASTR.  This is the 
meeting you will want to attend if you want to voice your opinions and get involved with the 
GSC.  The meeting is scheduled on: 
 
Friday, November 4th at 8pm-9.30pm 
 
Other Events where you can connect with the GSC. 
We hope graduate students will connect with us at the following list of events.  For your 
convenience, we have noted where food is provided at these events.  On a broader note, 
breakfast is provided each morning at the conference and includes a selection of pastries and 
breads, as well as coffee and tea, see your full conference schedule for more information. 
 

1. Thursday, 11/3 
a. 9:00pm: Graduate Student Opening Night Meetup at Northern Shores Grille (in 

the hotel) 
2. Friday, 11/4 

a. 7:30-8:30 am: Mentorship breakfast (light breakfast, coffee, and tea provided) 
b. 3:30-4:30 pm: Graduate Students are invited to visit the GSC lobby table for 

GSC-sponsored snacks 
3. Saturday, 11/5  

a. 3:30-4:30 pm: Graduate Students are invited to visit the GSC lobby table for 
GSC-sponsored snacks 

b. 7:30-8:30pm: Emerging Scholars Reception 
4. Sunday, 11/6 

a. 7:30am-8:45am: Career Session: Graduate Student Service in the Academy 
and the Profession (co-sponsored by the Graduate Student Caucus) 

5. Conference Navigation  
 
Making the Most of Your First ASTR: A Five-Step Program for Grad Students 
David Calder, University of Manchester 
 
1. No clumping. 
As a graduate student at your first ASTR (maybe your first conference ever), your instinct will 
be to seek safety with familiar faces, the other students and faculty from your school. Resist 
this urge. Spend your time having meaningful conversations with scholars whose work you 
admire and students from other institutions with whom you can imagine 
collaborating. Two caveats: first, respect a scholar’s busy conference schedule. It’s probably 
best to introduce yourself and ask if she can spare a few minutes to chat at some point over 
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the weekend. Don’t dive into your life story between working sessions. Second, read the room. 
If your academic idol appears to be catching up with an old friend, do not 
awkwardly insinuate yourself into their conversation. It will just make everyone uncomfortable. 
 
2. Show up. 
You are at a conference. Go to the conference. Go to the plenaries. Go to the working 
sessions. When you apply for a research grant or a postdoc or a job, you will have to comment 
on the state of your field and your place within it. Conferences are where that work happens. 
What theoretical frameworks are being debated? What methodologies are 
being deployed? You may think there are only two or three working sessions that relate to 
your research. But a catholic attitude toward session attendance will likely reveal unexpected 
connections among various subfields. Follow those threads. It’s your job. 
 
3. Really show up. 
Get involved! Attend the Annual Meeting of the Graduate Student Caucus. The good people of 
the GSC are always looking for volunteers to serve on committees and in leadership roles. By 
helping out, you don’t just add a line to the "Service” section of your CV, you also get to 
collaborate with students and scholars from other universities. 
 
4. Pack a snack. 
Conference days can be long and grueling, as exhausting as they are exciting. Keep some 
brain food on you at all times. 
 
5. Debrief and follow up. 
The week after the conference is the time to reconnect with those colleagues you didn’t see all 
weekend (because you weren’t clumping). It’s impossible for one person to attend all of the 
ASTR working sessions. So check in with your cohort to see which sessions they attended 
and what was discussed. Because you all attended a wide variety of sessions, 
you’ll be able to create a map of the field as represented at ASTR. You should also take a 
moment to send emails to any scholars who made the time to speak with you. A quick thank 
you makes all the difference 
. 
Adapted from a post that originally appeared in 2013 in advance of the conference in Dallas, available here: 
www.astr.org/blogpost/984587/171758/Making-the-Most-of-Your-First-ASTR-A-Five-Step-Program-for-Grad-Students 
 
 
The Ins and Outs of ASTR  
 
Below you will find some typical components of an ASTR Conference schedule. 
 
Plenaries . The program committee blind reviews abstracts for the plenary sessions, 
selecting contributions that constitute original and interesting research, and significant 
interventions into the conference theme or our discipline’s discourse at large. The 
selections are made without regard to seniority or rank. Presentations are given before 
a plurality of conference attendees, and a Q&A after the presentations allows the 
audience to engage with the presenters directly. One of the recurrent panels is “The 
State of the Profession” where the current situation of our field is discussed. This 
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year’s State of the Profession Discussion, “What Stakes? What Futures?” will take 
place Saturday, November 7, from 4:45-6:45 pm. 
 
Working Groups . Working groups are focused around a subject. A call for papers is 
announced months before the conference, 10-20 participants are selected, who are 
then asked to share their papers and provide feedback in the time leading up to the 
conference meeting. At the conference, working groups discuss major points and 
conclusions. Moderators determine how and if non-working group members can 
participate. If not specified, you may watch the proceedings as an observer. You may 
enter and leave working groups at any time in order to attend all sessions of interest. 
Obviously, be quiet and courteous if entering/leaving while a group is in session. 
 
Career sessions.  Workshops or discussions on a subject related to our work as 
researchers, educators, and scholars. You may attend even if you didn’t sign up and 
are encouraged to participate actively. Often these sessions occur during meal breaks 
so feel free to bring your lunch or a snack! 
 
Opening Night Reception.  The evening includes opening remarks from conference 
leaders and other important information about the conference. Usually there is a 
complimentary glass of wine and cash bar, as well as appetizers. This is a great time 
to meet and mingle. 
 
Coffee and Breakfast Breads and Exhibit Hall.  Begins on Friday morning and 
features free coffee and pastries, as well as the opportunity to network. Additionally, 
publishers present their books for purchase— sometimes at discounted prices. 
 
ASTR Awards Banquet and Business Meeting.  A nice lunch that you already paid 
for with your conference fees. Stay to cheer during the awards, followed by the 
Business Meeting, which is a great way to get to know the organization and the state 
of the profession. 
 
GSC Meeting . The annual meeting of the Graduate Student Caucus. The GSC unites 
the graduate-student community within ASTR and helps members take advantage of 
the opportunities already available to graduate students within the organization. If you 
are looking for a way to get more involved, the GSC meeting is a great opportunity. 
Each year there are numerous positions that need to be filled, so if you are interested 
in service, this is the place to be. Feel free to ask questions. Anyone can join! 
 
Excerpted and adapted from “Demystifying the ASTR Schedule,” prepared for the 2013 conference by the Peer Support Program. 
Full document available here: www.astr.org/members/group_content_view.asp?group=116724&id=299449 
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6. Transportation and Surrounding Areas 
 
Airport 
 

● Minneapolis - Saint Paul International Airport (MSP, https://www.mspairport.com/)  

● Airport Phone: +1 612 726 5555  

● The conference hotel does not provide shuttle service to or from the airport. 

Transportation from Airport 

● Light Rail Metro Transit (LRT) Blue Line trains stop at both Terminal 

1-Lindbergh and Terminal 2-Humphrey and connect to downtown 

Minneapolis to the north and Mall of America to the south. To get to the 
conference hotel, take the Blue Line Northbound to Nicollet Mall Station 
($1.75-$2.25 depending on time of travel)  (http://www.metrotransit.org)  

● Alternate transportation: Take the Westbound 54 bus to 7th St S & Nicollet 

Mall 

● Estimated taxi fare: $39-$49  (one way; A $6.75 fare will be displayed on the 

Taxicab meter at the onset of your trip. This fee includes a $2.50 flag drop 

and a $4.25 airport access fee.)  

Other Transportation (for Conference Hotel) 

● Bus Station 

● Hawthorne Transportation Center (Greyhound Bus) 

● Train Station 

● Union Depot Station (Amtrak)  

● Car Rentals Available at MSP: https://www.mspairport.com/GroundTransportation/car-rentals.aspx  

● Hertz (3853 Central Avenue Northeast)  

● Enterprise Rent-A-Car (110 S 10th St) 
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7. Arts and Entertainment 
 
PERFORMANCES:  
With 78 professional theater companies in the Twin Cities and a myriad of other arts 
organizations Minneapolis offers everything from the most prestigious regional theater, 
to improv,  dance, and Broadway shows.  The conference planners did us all a favor 
by choosing a hotel in WeDo (pronounced “wee - doo”), the city’s West Downtown 
Cultural District, https://wedompls.org/map/.  As you will see from the descriptions 
below many historic theaters and arts venues are walking distance from the our 
conference hotel, the Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 
 
Guthrie Theater 
No visit to Minneapolis would be complete without seeing a show at  to the crown jewel of the “Twin Cities” theater 
universe  and one of the finest regional houses in America.  Winner of the 1982 Regional Theatre Tony Award, The 
Guthrie has provided a home for high caliber classical productions and new play development since it’s opening in 
1963.  Sir Tyrone Guthrie, the theater’s founder and first artistic director, envisioned a resident theater company 
who could create work outside of the economic pressures of Broadway.  On September 30, 1959 in The New York 
Times,  Guthrie invited an American city to take him up on his offer to make his vision a reality.  We’re glad 
Minneapolis accepted! 
 
725 Vineland Place, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
http://www.guthrietheater.org/ 
Approximately a mile from the Minneapolis Marriott City Center, 10-15 mins. via car or transit, 20 min walk 
Tickets: $67-$34* *Student Discount: Full-time college students (age 18+) save $3 per ticket. 
 

The Parchman Hour 
by Mike Wiley,  directed by Patricia McGregor 
Songs and stories of the ’61 Freedom Riders 

At the dawn of the Civil Rights Movement, brave women and men of all backgrounds said goodbye to their families, 
boarded buses and headed into the Deep South to battle discrimination. Arrested and imprisoned in Mississippi’s 
notorious Parchman Farm Penitentiary, these Freedom Riders endured by creating a nightly variety show called 

“The Parchman Hour.” The Parchman Hour  is a captivating play with music, one that reveals a defining chapter in 
American history while celebrating the hope and resilience of a community that joined together to stand against 

segregation. 
 
 
Penumbra Theatre 
Penumbra Theatre creates professional productions that are artistically excellent, thought provoking, and relevant 
and illuminates the human condition through the prism of the African American experience. 
 
270 N. Kent St, St. Paul, MN 55102 
https://penumbratheatre.org/event/jitney/#25 
Approximately 8 miles from the Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 
20-40 mins. via car or transit. 
Student Tickets $15 (with valid college ID) 

 
Jitney 

by August Wilson 
Directed by Lou Bellamy 

It is 1977, and in the Hill District of Pittsburgh, city officials threaten to level a makeshift taxi dispatch office where 
neighbors have gathered for years. At a time when safe and comfortable transit was not guaranteed for black 

customers, Becker’s car service provided mobility and a modicum of respect for the community. Now his building 
has been identified as prime real estate for redevelopment, and he might be forced out of business. Meanwhile, his 
estranged son has been released from prison and wants to come home. As pressure mounts, Becker is forced to 
reckon with powers beyond his control. Jitney is an “explosive” and “gripping” portrait of African American life from 

the pen of one of America’s greatest writers 
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Pillsbury House 
Pillsbury House Theatre’s mission is to create challenging theatre to inspire choice, change and connection. 
Through the mainstage season and other community engagement programs, Pillsbury House Theatre (PHT) 
illuminates the differences that make each person unique and the similarities that bring people together, within an 
artistic environment that promotes understanding and leads to positive action. 
 
Pillsbury House Theatre is located on the corner of Chicago Avenue and 35th Street in south Minneapolis; five 
blocks south of Lake Street and the Midtown Global Market, three blocks west of Powderhorn Park. 
http://pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org 
Approximately 3.2 miles from the Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 13-22 mins. via car or transit. 

 
The Devil in the Details 

November 6, 7pm 
Part of The Chicago Avenue Project's 20th Anniversary Season, THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS features original, 
short plays written by neighborhood youth in partnership with professional dramaturgs, and directed and  performed 

by some of the Twin Cities’ best theatre artists. Performances are free and family-friendly. 
No tickets needed--just show up! 

 
Intermedia Arts 
A multidisciplinary, multicultural arts center, Intermedia Arts supports a broad spectrum of artists, with a particular 
focus on voices you are unlikely to hear anywhere else. 
 
2822 Lyndale Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55408 
Approximately 2.5 miles from the Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 13-18 mins. via car or transit. 
http://intermediaarts.org/catalyst-series-underbelly-fall-2016 
Tickets: $12-15 
 

UNDERBELLY 
Experimental, Multidisciplinary Works Featuring Emerging Ideas and Artists 

 
Intermedia Arts’ multidisciplinary, artist-centered performance series UNDERBELLY  returns this Fall with a new 

movement piece by Magnolia YSY, a multidisciplinary investigation of depression by Queen Drea, and a theatrical 
experience exploring identity and freedom by Brianne A. Hill. 

 
Curated by Shá Cage, UNDERBELLY  is a nurturing ground for developing ideas, innovative and artistic 

collaboration. A bi-annual event, this Fall's electric curation explores isolation, visibility, voice, depression, lonliness, 
identity, and freedom. 

 
 
Brave New Workshop 
Sketch comedy, improv and 4 bars under one roof -- what more could a theater grad student ask for! The Brave 
New Workshop has been crafting original comedy, improv and satire in Minneapolis since 1958 – longer than any 
other theatre in the U.S. Their Creative Outreach division offers speaking and training for Fortune 500 companies, 
and the BNW’s school, provides comprehensive improv training curriculum.  
 
824 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
4 min walk from the Minneapolis Marriott City Center 
http://theatre.bravenewworkshop.com/ 
Tickets:  $25 Thursday (7:30 pm),  $32 Friday & Saturday (8pm), $5 at the door - Friday (Late Night Improv, 10pm) 
Student Discount:   $10 tickets to any Thursday performance and $4 off regular ticket price for weekend 
performances.  Mention the student discount when calling to make your reservation. And remember to bring your 
student ID with you to the theatre. 
 

Lady and The Trump 
“No matter who the candidates are, no matter what they say, no matter who is elected, only one thing is for certain: 

everything WILL be satirized in our 2016 election show, “Lady and the Trump.” 
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Jungle Theater 
This intimate 150-seat theater offers high quality productions that have earned rave reviews and a multitude of local 
awards including “Best Theater company,” “Best Play,” “Best Musical,” “Best Theater Snack Bar,” and “Best Large 
Theater (ambition, not space).” 
 
http://www.jungletheater.com/theoldestboy/ 
 2951 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55408 
Approximately 3 miles from the Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 13-18 mins. via car or transit. 
Tickets: $45 Friday (8:00pm) *$15 student tickets  $48 Saturday (8:00pm) 
Public Rush Tickets ($10 off): Available at the box office two hours prior to showtime. 
Student Rush Tickets (half-price): Available at the box office two hours prior to showtime; 1 ticket per valid student 
I.D. Please note: rush tickets are only available in person at the box office. 
$25 UNDER 30: If you’re under 30 years old, see a show on Friday night for $25, and enjoy a complimentary 
beverage. Call the box office or order online and enter 25under30 as the promotional code at the checkout screen. 
(Valid only for Friday evening performances). 
 

The Oldest Boy 
by Sarah Ruhl, directed by Sarah Rasmussen 

The story centers around an American mother whose young son is believed to be the reincarnation of a high 
Buddhist Lama. When Tibetan monks arrive unexpectedly, asking to take her child away for a life of spiritual 

training in India, she and her Tibetan husband must make a life-altering choice that will test their faith and their 
hearts. 

 
 
New Century Theatre: 
The New Century Theatre is an live performance venue operated by Hennepin Theatre Trust.  The Trust also runs 
three beautifully ornate and historic theaters  -- the State, Orpheum, and Pantages  (walking tours of these theater 
are scheduled several times a month. Unfortunately the New Century Theatre is not an architectural wonder, but it 
is known for hosting the New Century Sessions music series featuring Minnesota’s best local artists, comedy 
shows, Minneapolis Musical Theatre’s season and its own arts education activities and programs like Broadway 
Confidential. It first opened in 1908 as a 2,000 seat vaudeville house called the Miles. Throughout the 1930s and 
1940s, it hosted mostly second-run films and the occasional live show until closing in 1954 for renovation. A fire 
gutted the theatre in 1965 and the building was demolished. The site was later incorporated into City Center where 
it has once again been transformed into a theatre for the community. 
 
http://hennepintheatretrust.org/theatres/new-century-theatre/ 
615 Hennepin Ave, Suite 145, Minneapolis, MN 55403, Approximately a  2 min. walk from the Marriott City Center. 
Tickets:  $42 Saturday (3:00pm &  8:00pm) 
 

The Buddy Holly Rock and Roll Show: A Tribute to Buddy Holly & The Crickets 
On the heels of the hit Broadway show, BUDDY , this musical theater concert show tells the Buddy Holly Story  in 
music and lyric – and recreates an actual Buddy Holly concert! As an American musician and singer-songwriter, 

Holly  was a central figure of mid-1950s rock and roll ear and has been acknowledged as the primary influence for 
the rock and roll revolution that followed.  This show is a fun celebration of his life and the influence he had on the 

generations -- changing the course of musical history and almost single handedly inventing rock and roll. 
 
 
The Cowles Center for Dance and the Performing Arts: 
The Cowles Center, permanently connects two of downtown Minneapolis' most historic structures, the former 
Hennepin Center for the Arts (HCA) and the former Shubert Theater, built in 1910, (now the Goodale Theater), 
which originally stood two blocks apart. Over 12 days in February 1999, the theater was moved to its new home on 
Hennepin Avenue; at 5.8 million pounds, it was the heaviest building ever moved on rubber tires - a feat duly 
recognized by the Guinness Book of Records.(see the move here: 
http://www.thecowlescenter.org/about-cowles/history-mission). The Cowles Center is the Twin Cities' newest arts 
center and the flagship for dance in Minnesota. It is home to 20 leading dance and performing arts organizations. 
The Cowles Center fills the need for a place that is a catalyst for the creation, presentation, education, enjoyment 
and celebration of dance and the performing arts in the Twin Cities. 

http://www.thecowlescenter.org/ 
Goodale Theater, 528 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
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Approximately a  4 min. walk from the  Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 
Tickets: $24 - $29* Friday & Saturday (7:30pm) There is a $4 per ticket fee. Fees apply regardless of purchase 
point (online, phone or in person sales). *Student Rush Tickets: $15 tickets are available on a company by 
company basis 30 minutes prior to performance.  Two tickets are available per valid student ID.  

 
Progressions 

Join Threads Dance Project as they celebrate their 5th Anniversary!  Progressions  features audience-selected 
favorites Memories  and Vestiges . Community performers will also share the stage with Threads in the expansion 

and re-imagining of seminal works including Childless Mother  and Dust-to-Dust .  Come experience an 
unforgettable evening of movement, sight and sound!  

 
 
Walker Art Center 
This is more than just a museum (see section below) it also home to The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden and 
McGuire Theatre.  The McGuire hosts a variety of arts event throughout the year. 
 
http://www.walkerart.org/calendar/type/performances 
Tickets:  $22 ($17.60 Walker members) Tuesday & Wednesday (8:00pm), $28 ($22.40 Walker members) Friday 
(8:00pm), $40 Ticket Package (both festival shows- either Tues. & Fri. or Wed. & Fri.) 

 
Jérôme Bel: Bookend Festival 

Celebrate Minnesota’s own diverse community as radical dancemaster Jérôme Bel gleefully and convincingly make 
s the case that all bodies and movement are meaningful and joyous when danced with conviction and viewed with 

an open spirit.  The festival concludes on November 4, with a rare showing of one of Jérôme Bel‘s earliest and 
most controversial works. Four performers deconstruct the theatrics of dance with minimal movement, nudity, and 

shadow. Contains adult content. 
 
 
For more listings check out Twin Cities Theater Calendar: 
https://www.minnpost.com/twin-cities-theater-calendar 
 
 
MUSEUMS:   
Minneapolis Institute of Art - http://new.artsmia.org/ 
Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm FREE 
 
Walker Art Center - http://www.walkerart.org/ 
The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden 
Tuesday-Sunday 11am-5pm $9 student admission (free on first Saturday) 
 
Mill City Museum - http://www.millcitymuseum.org/ 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm $10 student admission 
 
Museum of Russian Art - http://tmora.org/ 
Monday - Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm 
Sunday 1pm-5pm 
$5 student admission 
 
American Swedish Institute - http://www.asimn.org/ 
Tuesday, Thursday Friday 12pm-5pm 
Wednesday 12pm-8pm 
Saturday 10am-5pm 
Sunday 12pm-5pm 
$5 student admission 
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Textile Center:  National Center for Fiber Arts - http://www.textilecentermn.org/ 
SHOP & GALLERY 
Monday - Thursday, 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday - Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm 
LIBRARY 
Monday - Friday, * 9 am - 1 pm 
Evenings Monday - Thursday, 5 to 7 pm 
Saturday, 12 - 4 pm 
* Open all day Tuesday! 
 
Textile Center is closed Sundays & Holidays. Admission is free and open to the public. 
 
OTHER STUFF TO DO:  
 
Self Guided WeDo Walking Tours 
With Hennepin Avenue at its center, the WeDo (West Downtown) district spans 1.7 miles end-to-end — all of it 
walkable with a comfortable pair of shoes. Bikes, cars, buses and light rail also make it easy to get around in 
WeDo. Follow Hennepin Avenue, from the Walker Art Center to the river, and between First Avenue and Nicollet 
Mall. 

Use these maps for self-guided tours curiator by local experts. Tours include:  Zagat restaurants, rooftop bars and 
restaurants, locally made public art of the Made Here  series, theaters and cafes. 
https://wedompls.org/tours/ 

Loring Park 
1382 Willow St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Designed by American landscape architect Horace Cleveland, the park contains a small lake (Loring Lake formerly 
known as Johnson’s lake) and paths for walking and biking. Originally named Central Park it was renamed in honor 
of Charles M. Loring. The park is located on the former farm of Joseph and Nellie Johnson. The park is the site of 
various cultural, social and political events. 
 
https://wedompls.org/locations/loring-park/ 
 
Bob Dylan mural by Eduardo Kobra 
500 Hennepin Ave. (at South 5th Street) 
 
Prince mural by Rock "Cyfi" Martinez 
26th Street and Hennepin Ave. (behind the Sencha Tea building). 
For more Prince landmarks: http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-ideas/prince-tour-of-minneapolis/ 
 
Nice Ride Minnesota: Prince for a Day Tour 
Minneapolis was named one of the best bike cities in the country, so use Nice Ride, the local bike sharing 
organization to explore the city.  They offer maps for self-guided tours, including the the “Prince for a Day Tour” 
which includes landmarks associated with Prince’s life and career. 
https://www.niceridemn.org/explore_by_bike/ 

Waconiaville Tours: Prince Bus Tour 
Tickets: $99 per person 
This tour includes Paisley Park Studios in Chanhassen, MN (22 miles outside of Minneapolis). 
http://www.waconiavilletours.com/prince 
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8. Food and Drink (all descriptions borrowed from Google) 
Fast, Cheap Options within walking distance: 
 
La Belle Crepe, Nicollet Mall, 825 Nicollet Mall, $ 
Tiny stop with sidewalk seats offering Italian coffee, diverse crepes & gelato, plus bahn mi & pho. 
 
Mackenzie Pub, 918 Hennepin Ave, $ 
Brick-walled tavern with a Scottish theme, many craft beers & a standard menu of sandwiches & pizza. 
 
Allie’s Deli & Catering, 527 Marquette Avenue South, $ 
Daytime counter-serve cafe in the Rand Tower skyway offering sandwiches, salads, soups & more.  
 
Ginelli’s Pizza, 121 S 8th St #235, $ 
This unpretentious counter-serve offers classic pizzas & toppings, salads & chicken wings. 
 
Brit’s Pub, Nicollet Mall, 1110 Nicollet Mall, $ 
Classic fare & English pints in a relaxed, wood-clad setting with fireplace & rooftop lawn bowling. 
 
Muffin Top Cafe, 1424 Nicollet Ave S, $ 
Low-key, LGTBQ-friendly coffeehouse providing espresso drinks, house-baked pastries & savory snacks 
 
Eggy’s Diner, 120 W 14th St, $ 
All-day breakfast & lunch diner with updated American comfort foods in rustic-chic designer digs. 
 
The Bachelor Farmer Cafe, 200 N 1st St, $ 
Chic, modern restaurant spin-off serving New American lunch & weekend brunch with coffee drinks. 
 
Davanni’s Pizza and Hot Hoagies, 1242 Hennepin Ave, $ 
Regional chain with a long menu of pizzas, hoagies & more, ordered at the counter or for delivery. 
 
Subway, 555 Nicollet Mall, $ 
Casual counter-serve chain for build-your-own sandwiches & salads. 
 
Which wich, 800 Nicollet Mall, $ 
Modern, casual chain known for design-your-own sandwiches & varied bread options. 
 
Chipotle, 50 South 6th St, $ 
Fast-food chain offering Mexican fare, including design-your-own burritos, tacos & bowls. 
 
Potbelly Sandwich Shop, 210 IDS Center, 80 S 8th, Nicollet Mall, $ 
Retro-style counter-serve chain known for made-to-order toasted sandwiches, salads & baked goods. 
 
Qdoba, 50 S 10th St, $ 
Mexican chain for counter-serve, custom burritos, tacos & more, including health-oriented options 
 
Arby’s, 110 S 7th St #625, $ 
Fast-food chain, known for its roast beef, serving up hot & cold sandwiches, fries & shakes. 
 
Panera Bread, Nicollet Mall, 809 Nicollet Mall, $ 
Counter-serve bakery/cafe chain serving sandwiches, salads & more, known for its bread & free WiFi. 
 
Within Walking Distance of the Conference (1 mile or less): 
112 Eatery, 112 N 3rd St, $$ 
Acclaimed spot offering an eclectic menu of elevated comfort fare for dinner & late-night dining. 
 
Lotus Restaurant, 113 W Grant St, $$ 
Cozy, counter-order Vietnamese spot for rice & noodle dishes, as well as pho & many veggie options.  
 
Haute Dish, 119 N Washington Ave, $$ 
Polished American eatery providing creative takes on Midwestern home cooking, plus weekend brunch. 
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Saffron Restaurant and Lounge, 123 N 3rd St, $$ 
Contemporary Mediterranean haunt with stylish decor & clever cocktails, plus tapas & choice entrees.  
 
Dakota Jazz and Club Restaurant, Nicollet Mall, 1010 Nicollet Mall, $$/$$$  
Intimate cabaret setting with music every night plus full-service American fine dining & cocktails. 
 
Zelo, Medical Arts Building, 831 Nicollet Mall, $$ 
Stylish destination for contemporary Italian dining with global influences, plus a lively bar scene. 
 
Mason’s Restaurant Barre, 528 Hennepin Ave, $$ 
Airy, stylish American-food spot featuring an on-site bar with craft cocktails & a coffee shop/cafe. 
 
Butcher and the Boar, 1121 Hennepin Ave, $$ 
This bustling American eatery with a beer garden offers a meat-focused menu, craft brews & bourbons.  
 
Mission American Kitchen and Bar, IDS Center, 77 7th Street South, $$ 
Upscale outpost features elevated American comfort dishes & cocktails in a sophisticated atmosphere.  
 
The Bachelor Farmer, 50 N 2nd Ave, $$$ 
Eco-conscious cafe in a historic venue serving Nordic-influenced fare using local, organic products.  
 
Crave Restaurant, 825 Hennepin Ave, $$ 
Contemporary chain features an eclectic mix of classic American fare & sushi, with rooftop seating. 
 
Marvel Bar, 50 North 2nd Avenue, $$ 
Speakeasy style bar in the North Loop neighborhood with amazing mixologists on staff. 
 
Minneapolis Musts (worth the extra travel): 
 
Kramarczuk's Sausage Company, 215 E Hennepin Ave, $ 
Time-tested Polish deli & restaurant offering East European staples & homemade sausages. 
 
Matt’s Tavern, 3500 Cedar Avenue South, $ 
This neighborhood bar is the (contested) origins of the Juicy Lucy, a Minnesota original. 
 
Surly Brewing Co., 520 Malcolm Avenue SE, $ 
Minnesota has a growing brewery scene. Surly is iconic with a recently opened $30 million facility. 
* Several other breweries along the Green Line: Urban Growler, Bang, Burning Brothers, and more! 
 
Midtown Global Market, 920 East Lake Street, $ 
A year round market located in the historic Midtown Exchange. Excellent food and shopping options. 
 
Victor’s 1959 Cafe, 3756 Grand Avenue South, $-$$ 
Described as “revolutionary Cuban cooking,” Victor’s has an excellent menu. 
 
Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood, $-$$ 
Visit the haunts of University of Minnesota graduate students . Beers at Acadia Cafe, wieners at The Wienery, 
South Indian cuisine at Malabari Kitchen, and cheap eats at Triple Rock. 
 
Mickey’s Diner, 36 7th Street West, Saint Paul, $ 
24-hour landmark diner features a wide variety of traditional comfort dishes in a vintage train car. 
 
Gasthof zur Gemutlichkeit, 2300 University Ave NE, $-$$ 
Lively, old-world venue offering heaping plates of German food, boots of beer & accordion music. 
 
James Ballentine VFW Post #246, 2916 Lyndale Ave S, $ 
Looking for cheap beer and karaoke? Then look no further than the VFW in the Uptown neighborhood. 
 
Betty Danger’s Country Club, 2501 Marshall Street NE, $ 
Described as a “country club for the 99%,” Betty Danger’s has wonderful food, drink, and a ferris wheel. 
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9. Maps 
 

 
 
 

    
 

   
 

  
 
 

19 



 20 



 

21 


